Evidence for Defence.
Dr Frederick S. Tooffood
one case I remember where the patient died of acute poisoning
very rapidly.7' Putting it quite straight, do cases of the en-
cysting of arsenic in the stomach take place'?—They do.
And, if they take place, do you then get the arsenic gradually
coming away ironi the stomach I—Yes. If you found arsenic
being encysted in the stomach, and gradually coming away, you
would then find that arsenic going on down through the jejunum
and the ileum into the csjscum, which is what was found in this
case. Having heard the whole of the evidence, having read the
whole of the depositions, having considered carefully the evidence
which has been given by the other doctors, in my opinion the
arsenic from which Mrs. Armstrong died was given in one big
dose on the 16th.
By Mr. justice darling—I stated yesterday that I had read
Dr. Townsend's and Dr. Soutar's report on Mrs. Armstrong while
she was in the asylum, and that it pointed to her condition being
functional as distinct from organic. I relied for that on the
report where it says, " The subjective sensations of which the
patient complains are common in functional disorders, and the
distribution and variability of the objective alterations in sensa-
tion which are ascertained point to a functional disability. The
postures of arms, legs, hands, and feet, which Mrs. Armstrong
assumes, and her gait suggest functional rather than organic
trouble." I recollect Dr. Townsend when he was re-examined said,
tc I must now say that I do not think the opinion that Mrs, Arm-
strong's state was entirely functional was correct; at one period
there was an organic cause as well/' I remembered that when I
gave my answer. I do not think that contradicts the report.
Dr. william ainslie, examined by Mr. bosanquet—I am an
M.D. and a F.K.C.S. of Edinburgh, and I practise in Hereford.
I was present at the post-mortem examination on the body of Mrs.
Armstrong. The joints were not opened; there was no examina-
tion whatever made during the examination to find whether she
had any rheumatoid arthritis or not. I have followed the evidence
in this case very carefully. Having regard to the history from
1915 onwards of Mrs. Armstrong, I should say that the probable
cause of her condition when she went to the asylum was that she
was a chronic invalid and suffered from chronic indigestion—as
it has been said, " a martyr to indigestion " for years. She had
chronic constipation, with gallstones, and that condition brought
on toxaemia or auto-intoxication, or whatever other name one likes
to apply to it, which produced the whole of the symptoms up to
that time. In my opinion the eSect of the arsenical tonic, con-
sisting of l/7th of a grain, taken three times a day, had she
already been suffering from arsenical poisoning, would have been
to make the neuritis worse. Having heard the whole account of
Mrs. Armstrong's last illness, and also the account of what was

